1 Kings 16-18 - God Feeds the Prophet
Elijah in the Wildernes
Ahab son of Omri began to rule over Israel in the thirty-eighth year of King Asa’s
reign in Judah. He reigned in Samaria twenty-two years. But Ahab son of Omri
did what was evil in the Lord’s sight, even more than any of the kings before
him. And as though it were not enough to follow the sinful example of Jeroboam,
he married Jezebel, the daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and he began
to bow down in worship of Baal. First Ahab built a temple and an altar for Baal in
Samaria. Then he set up an Asherah pole. He did more to provoke the anger of
the Lord, the God of Israel, than any of the other kings of Israel before him.
Now Elijah, who was from Tishbe in Gilead, told King Ahab, “As surely as
the Lord, the God of Israel, lives—the God I serve—there will be no dew or rain
during the next few years until I give the word!”
Then the Lord said to Elijah, “Go to the east and hide by Kerith Brook, near
where it enters the Jordan River. Drink from the brook and eat what the ravens
bring you, for I have commanded them to bring you food.”
So Elijah did as the Lord told him and camped beside Kerith Brook, east of the
Jordan. The ravens brought him bread and meat each morning and evening, and
he drank from the brook.
Later on, in the third year of the drought, the Lord said to Elijah, “Go and present
yourself to King Ahab. Tell him that I will soon send rain!” So Elijah went to
appear before Ahab.
Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go get something to eat and drink, for I hear a mighty
rainstorm coming!” So Ahab went to eat and drink. But Elijah climbed to the top
of Mount Carmel and bowed low to the ground and prayed with his face between
his knees. Then he said to his servant, “Go and look out toward the sea.” The
servant went and looked, then returned to Elijah and said, “I didn’t see anything.”
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Seven times Elijah told him to go and look. Finally the seventh time, his servant
told him, “I saw a little cloud about the size of a man’s hand rising from the sea.”
Then Elijah shouted, “Hurry to Ahab and tell him, ‘Climb into your chariot and go
back home. If you don’t hurry, the rain will stop you!’”
And soon the sky was black with clouds. A heavy wind brought a terri c
rainstorm, and Ahab left quickly for Jezreel. Then the Lord gave special strength
to Elijah. He tucked his cloak into his belt and ran ahead of Ahab’s chariot all the
way to the entrance of Jezreel.

