FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR
PICKUP IN THE CHURCH NARTHEX. :

PASTOR NOTES
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026

The Word Made Flesh.
John 1:1-5

John 1:1-5 gjves us a beautiful

picture of the Word becoming
: flesh and entering

= our world. As

T we continue our
=% sermon series, “A
= Wesleyan Way of
Sharmg Faith,” we
are reminded that sharing our faith
requires more than knowledge
about God, it calls us to share
what God is doing in our lives.
John Wesley took this risk after his
Aldersgate experience in 1738,
when he experienced a profound
change through faith in Christ.

From that moment, he began to
put flesh on the Word through his
preaching, ministry, and witness.
Wesley took the Word to the
people, even preaching in fields
and places where people who
rarely attended church could hear
the gospel. He helped people
experience the good news that
they were loved, welcomed, and
embraced by God. Charles Wesley
did the same through music, giving
people words and songs that
expressed Jesus’ love, forgiveness,
grace, and reconciliation.

Today, this calling belongs to all
of us—ministers and laity. Through
our worship, fellowship, prayers,
testimonies, music, and the stories
of what God is doing in our lives,
we can help make the Word visible
and alive for others. As you hear
the sermon this Sunday, | invite
you to ask: When has the Word
of God become flesh in your life?
Where does your story intersect
with the gospel story? And how
might God use your story to help
someone else experience His love?

May we be a church where the
Word is not only spoken, but lived,
shared, and made visible through
the way we love and serve others.

Peace in Christ,
Pastor Norma

Blessung

WORK BAGS | PURSES
This Sunday, August 23",
we’re celebrating our Blessing
of the Bags. As we begin a
new program year, we invite
everyone to bring a bag with
you to church, no matter your

age or what kind of bag it is!
Backpacks, Work bags, Daily
purse, Tote bags, School bags...
and anything else you carry
with you through the week!
When you arrive, simply place
your bag on the chancel. During
worship, we’ll offer a special
blessing for the bags we carry—
and for the people who carry
them. Bring your bag. Bring
your faith. Bring your hopes for
the year ahead. We’'ll see you
Sunday!

WEDNESDAY: AUGUST 26™,
FROM 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER.
Join us for loads of fun. All
skill levels are welcome.
Bring a friend. Please use the
Emerywood Dr. entrance.

A1TENTION HARVESTERS!
| am pleased to welcome

three new members to our
Harvester cooking team —
Nicole Campbell, Gail Lewyn,
and Myra Huntley, who will join
our existing members, Vicki
Robinson and Jolene White.
Thank you, ladies, for stepping
up when we called for help!

Please note - THERE WILL

BE NO HARVESTER MEETING
IN SEPTEMBER. The first
Thursday is the day before

our big church 50" reunion at
Camp Tekoa, and many people
are involved in preparing for
that event.

We will begin our fall Harvester
meetings on the first Thursday
of October (10/1/26), at
11:00 a.m. | hope to see you
then!! (Also, please watch
your mailbox for a letter from
me.) ~Regards, Sue Bullock
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THE MINI-RESET:
A GROUP FOR WEARY MOMS
Feeling stretched

thin? Danielle
Hughes, from
Cultivate Charlotte
and Soul Care
Studio, is offering
a 4-week support group for
moms running on empty. A
space to rest, connect, and be
cared for. Wednesdays, 10:00
-11:30 a.m., September 2"-
22" here at St. Andrew’s UMC.
Space is limited to 6-8 women
($150 early bird rate through
Thursday, August 27%).

Email: danielle@
cultivatecharlotte about
scholarship info.

https://www.soulcarestudio.org/events/p/the-mini-reset-formoms

BOOK CLUB. Join us on Friday,

September 11, at 6:30

p-m. at the home of Nicole
=0 Campbell (1617
wEUne Lyndale Place,

HHalian. Charlotte).
f‘ We will be
{;;..,..f.rﬂ/?u‘f discussing
T e the book
oL ‘.._ha"*{“' | “One Italian
Summer”
by Rebecca

Serles. All are welcome. Invite
a friend. Gail Lewyn has some
copies to share if you need
one. Contact Gail at: flamingo_
gail@hotmail.com.

My

SATURDAY
SEPT.

IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER.
G040 1900, GREAT FELLOWSIIP STROMGER Tigeraey

Join us for a morning of encouragement,
conversation, and community with other men.

23 Libbie Johnson
25 Vicki Grooms

26 Charlene Simpson
29 Henry Bryant

29 Tom Lyons
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WORSHIP SERVICE
AUGUST 23, 2026
9:15a.m.

Intercessary
Prayer Service #18.

10:00 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary.
“A Word We Proclaim”
John 1:1-5

11:11 a.m.
Small Group Gathering.

No Youth Group Meeting.

REGULAR CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Closed on Friday.

GIVE ONLINE/
OFRENDAR EN LINE.

Our QR code will take you to
SECURE GIVING/
Nuestro codigo QR

lo llevara a DONACIONES
SEGURAS.

WEEKLY CHATTER DEADLINE.
Do you have information
you wish to run in the
Weekly Chatter? Please
submit your copy, photos,
etc. on or before each
Monday by noon. Please
email Patti Huss at:
churchchatter@
standrewsumc.com or
call the church office at
704-553-1327.

Did you know that St. Andrew’s UMC was the first church to host a family

weekend at CampTekoa? We would like to make this year a reunion and a
time to share memories from our past years at Camp Tekoa. We hope you
will be able to join us the Labor Day weekend, September 4"-7™! The cost
for the weekend is $150 per person. If you join us just for the day it is $20 per person, plus
the cost of any meals. Click THIS LINK:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSAVEHNK8rSbfQWkB_N_ZPMJnNkObNOBAPMK6waK 7rmNIJ95KA/ viewform

to access the registration form and for more information. If you have any questions, reach
out to Brian Dowless: dowlessbrian@aol.com or Katie Patton: mary.patton822@gmail.com.



FINANCIAL REPORT

We are halfway through the year;
and as of June 2026 our total money
received has been $263,400. A total
of $259,800 has been spent leaving
a surplus of $3,600. This surplus is
$2,000 better than our budget. This
surplus has reduced our deficit carried
over from 2025 to $57,750.

Our Congregational giving to the
operating budget is down $17,000
from budget. The budgeted giving has
stayed the same as 2025 plus a slight
increase. Instead, giving has dropped
5% from 2025.

We have two unbudgeted positives
that have helped money received.
Giving for Major Repairs has totaled
$15,800 and we received sales tax
refunds of $13,300. These sales tax
refunds came mostly from all the sales
tax we paid for major repairs in 2025.
Building Use income is under budget
due to timing of some receipts. We
should catch up and be back over
budget in July.

Property Management is over
budget by $11,700 primarily due to
higher utilities, custodial costs, and
building maintenance. This amount
over budget has been offset by reduced
spending in all other budget areas
to bring us down to just $3,300 over
budget.

Thank you to all who support the
church. Without you, we could not carry
out the ministries of the church and our
ministry partners. If you are not giving
to the church, | encourage you to start
giving to help spread the Light of Christ
to our neighbors. Every little bit helps
when combined together.

If you would like to have additional
information or have questions, please
contact Tom Patton at tjpatton@
earthlink.net.

~Tom Patton
for the Finance Committee

JESUS

Laghts the Way

SEE WHAT'S
HAPPENING AT
THE ARCHDALE
ARCHDALE COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY CENTER CENTER.
ARCHDALE COMMUNITY CENTER
FITNESS CLASS.

Every Monday and Friday from 5:00
- 6:30 p.m., the Archdale Community
Center (ACC) is promoting youth

Our Director of
Music and Worship

resilience and mental health through Arts, Tom Lyons, ?

an engaging boxing class. a/k/a Music
Tom, has a weekly blog d
related to worship! (o

Check out his musings
by scanning here or the
following church’s

website: www.standrewsumc.com.

DIGITAL IMPACT:

CREATIVITY THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY
This program invites young people to
explore their creativity and discover the
power of storytelling through photography.
Participants will learn how to use
photography to express their experiences,
ideas, and unique perspectives. Through
hands-on activities, they will develop
creative skKills while building confidence
and connections with others.

FAMILY FORWARD CULTURAL PROGRAM
Every Friday afternoon, the Archdale Community Center (ACC) hosts Spanish-
language programs designed to strengthen and support families. Family
Forward is a cultural program that helps parents build stronger relationships
with their children and create healthier family connections, confidence, and
connections with others.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BACKPACK DISTRIBUTION
On August 1, 2026, St. Andrew’s UMC through the ACC hosted a special Back-
to-School Backpack Distribution. A total of 96 backpacks were distributed
to children and families in our community. This outreach provided students
with essential school supplies as they prepare for the new school year. We are
grateful to everyone who donated, volunteered, and helped make this event
possible.




