
PICKLEBALL!
WEDNESDAYS: SEPTEMBER 
2ND, 9TH, 16TH, 23RD, and  30TH.

FROM 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.
IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER.

Join us for loads of fun. All 
skill levels are welcome. 

Bring a friend. Please use the 
Emerywood Dr. entrance.

UNITED CHAPLAINS 
INTERNATIONAL – ARCHDALE 
COMMUNITY CENTER (ACC) 

PROGRAM: “A CALL TO SERVE”.
The Archdale Community Center 
will offer an eight-week chaplaincy 
course through United Chaplains 
International. Participants 
will learn how to accompany 
others with compassion, faith, 
and professionalism as they 
face crises, grief, and difficult 
moments.

Isaiah 58:10
“…and if you give your bread 
to the hungry and satisfy the 
afflicted soul, then your light 
shall rise in the darkness, and 
your darkness shall be like 
noonday.”
Duration: 8 weeks
Beginning: September 9th.
Wednesdays: 6:30–8:30 p.m.
What Does It Mean to Be a 
Chaplain? Being a chaplain is 
more than a title—it is respond-
ing to the call to serve others 
with love, comfort, and pres-
ence during their most critical 
moments. A chaplain brings 
hope, listens with compassion, 
and offers support to individu-
als and families during times of 
crisis and transition.

BOOK CLUB. 
Join us on Friday, 
September 11th, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the 
home of Nicole 
Campbell (1617 
Lyndale Place, 
Charlotte). We will 

be discussing the book “One 
Italian Summer” by Rebecca 
Serle. All are welcome. Invite 
a friend. Gail Lewyn has some 
copies to share if you need 
one. Contact Gail at: flamingo_
gail@hotmail.com.

PASTOR NOTES
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026

LOVING GOD, 
LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR.

In Matthew 
22:37–39, 
Jesus reminds 
us of the heart 
of our faith: 
“Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and 
with all your mind” and “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 
These commandments are 
not simply words we read in 
Scripture; they are a way of life. 
When we love God, that love 
becomes visible in the way we 
care for one another, serve our 
community, and respond to the 
needs of those around us.
I am especially grateful that, 
as a church family, we have 
been able to support our 
children with school supplies 
and provide teachers with 
supplies they may need 
in their classrooms. Our 
teacher breakfast, offered 
by the church, was another 
meaningful way to express our 
appreciation and support for 
those who faithfully serve our 
children. The generosity and 
hard work of the people of 
St. Andrew’s have made visible 
Jesus’ commandment to love 
God and love our neighbor. 
Thank you for continuing to be 
a church where God’s love is 
not only proclaimed, but also 
lived through acts of kindness, 
generosity, and service. May 
we continue to love God 
wholeheartedly and share that 
love with our neighbors.

With Love, Pastor Norma

WELCOME OUR NEW YOUTH 
DIRECTOR, JON LAKEMAN.
We are excited to welcome Jon 
Lakeman as our new Youth 
Director. We will share him 
with three other churches. 
Jon brings a deep passion for 
ministry with young people, 

along with a strong background 
in faith formation and Christian 
education. He has completed 
four years of Religious Studies 
at Lenoir-Rhyne University and 
is currently pursuing ordination 
in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. He also 
plans to begin his Master 
of Divinity studies at Duke 
Divinity School in August 2027.
     Jon comes to us with 
meaningful experience working 
with youth, including four 
summers at Lutheridge Camp 
and Conference Center and 
three years with the Middle 
School Youth Group at Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church. 
In addition to his ministry 
experience, he enjoys running, 
playing guitar, reading, 
Dungeons and Dragons, and 
Magic: The Gathering.
     We are grateful to welcome 
Jon to the team and look 
forward to the gifts he will 
share with our youth and 
congregation.

DEAR 
CHURCH 
FAMILY,
YOUTH, 
FAMILIES, 

VOLUNTEERS, AND SPRC 
MEMBERS, This Sunday, 
August 30th, at noon, we 
will gather for lunch and an 
opportunity to meet and 
welcome our new Youth 
Director, Jon Lakeman.
Please mark your calendar 
and plan to stay after Sunday 
School. This will be a fun time 
to get to know Jon, ask him 
some silly questions, and begin 
building a strong relationship 
with him as he joins our 
church family. The church will 
provide lunch. All parents, 
youth, volunteers, and SPRC 
members are warmly invited. 
Please come, enjoy a meal 
together, and help us give Jon 
a warm St. Andrew’s welcome!
We look forward to seeing you 
Sunday!
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Weekly ChatterWeekly Chatter

WORSHIP SERVICE
AUGUST 30, 2026

9:15 a.m.
Intercessary

Prayer Service #18. 
10:00 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary.
“The Wesleyan Way of 

Evangelism”
Matthew 22:37-39

11:11 a.m.
Small Group Gathering.

NOON
 Youth Group / Lunch 
at St. Andrew’s UMC. 

Come Meet and Welcome 
Jon Lakeman, the new 

Youth Director. 

REGULAR CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Closed on Friday.

THE CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH, 

FOR LABOR DAY.

WEEKLY CHATTER DEADLINE.
Do you have information 
you wish to run in the 
Weekly Chatter? Please 
submit your copy, photos, 
etc. on or before each 
Monday by noon. Please 
email Patti Huss at: 
churchchatter@
standrewsumc.com or
call the church office at 
704-553-1327.

GIVE ONLINE/
OFRENDAR EN LINE.

Our QR code will take you to
SECURE GIVING/

Nuestro código QR lo llevará 
a DONACIONES SEGURAS.

CELEBRATING OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY CAMP TEKOA!
Did you know that St. Andrew’s UMC was the first church to host a family 
weekend at CampTekoa? We would like to make this year a reunion and a 
time to share memories from our past years at Camp Tekoa. We hope you 
will be able to join us the Labor Day weekend, September 4th-7th! The cost 

for the weekend is $150 per person. If you join us just for the day it is $20 per person, plus 
the cost of any meals. Click THIS LINK:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdV6HNK8rSbfQWkB_N_ZPMJnNkObN96APMk6waK7rmNIJ95KA/viewform

to access the registration form and for more information. If you have any questions, reach 
out to Brian Dowless: dowlessbrian@aol.com or Katie Patton: mary.patton822@gmail.com.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
PICKUP IN THE CHURCH NARTHEX.

2	 Annie Jones 
5	 Fernando Valenzuela



Our Director of Music 
and Worship Arts, 
Tom Lyons, a/k/a Music
Tom, has a weekly blog 

related to 
worship! Check 
out his musings 
by scanning 

here or the following church’s 
website: www.standrewsumc.com.

...CONTINUED...CONTINUED
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FROM THE DESK OF MUSIC TOM:

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

ATTENTION HARVESTERS!
I am pleased to welcome three new 
members to our Harvester cooking 
team — Nicole Campbell, Gail Lewyn, 
and Myra Huntley, who will join our 
existing members, Vicki Robinson and 
Jolene White. Thank you, ladies, for 
stepping up when we called for help!
Please note - THERE WILL BE 
NO HARVESTER MEETING IN 
SEPTEMBER. The first Thursday is the 
day before our big church 50th reunion 
at Camp Tekoa, and many people are 
involved in preparing for that event.  
We will begin our fall Harvester 
meetings on the first Thursday of 
October (10/1/26), at 11:00 a.m. I 
hope to see you then!!  (Also, please 
watch your mailbox for a letter from 
me.)     ~Regards, Sue Bullock

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.  
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS.
Interested in spreading God’s word 
to our children? Grades: K-2nd, 3th-
5th, and 6th-9th need Sunday School 
teachers. Contact Pastor Norma at: 
pastornorma@standrewsumc.com if 
you would like to make a difference in 
our children’s spiritual lives. 

UPPER ROOM 
DEVOTIONALS. 
The September-October Upper 
Rooms are now available in 
the Narthex. Spanish versions 
are available as well.

CULTIVATE CHARLOTTE AND SOUL 
CARE STUDIO are companion 
organizations that walk alongside 
people who are seeking opportunities 
for healing, rest, reflection, and growth 
towards wholeness. We provide 
individual and group gatherings that 

Sunday, August 23, 2026 
Blessing of the Backpacks 

during Worship Service.

care for the whole person, including 
these four offerings below. We invite 
you to join us. All events are hosted 
at St. Andrew’s UMC {1901 Archdale 
Drive, Charlotte}.  

Register online at: 
https://www.soulcarestudio.org/events 

or by scanning the QR code below.

THE MINI-RESET
A Soul Care Gathering for Moms to 

Pause, Reflect, and Recharge.
Step away from the noise. Make 
space to breathe. Return refreshed. 
Through gentle reflection, guided 
practices, quiet space, and meaningful 
conversation, participants are invited 
to step away from the busyness of 
everyday life and enter a rhythm of 
rest. Whether participants are feeling 
overwhelmed, emotionally exhausted, 
spiritually dry, or simply longing for a 
slower pace, this experience offers 
space to breathe, reflect, and be 
present.
When: 10:00–11:30 a.m.
Dates: Wednesdays, 
September 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd. 

PIECES OF PRESENCE
A Faith & Creativity Workshop for 
Reflection, Rest, and Spiritual Renewal
Slow down. Pay attention. Create with 
intention.Through guided reflection, 
Scripture, quiet practices, and a 
simple hands-on creative project, 
participants are invited to explore their 
spiritual journey in a fresh way.
This workshop is not about creating 
perfect art or having artistic talent. 
It is about creating space to listen, 
notice, and respond to God’s presence 
through the creative process.
When: 10:00 a.m.–Noon in Room (#17).
Dates: Saturdays: September 12th 
and November 14th.

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS
A GRIEF SUPPORT & SKILLS GROUP
You do not have to navigate the 
holidays alone. This four-week group 
is designed to provide practical coping 
strategies, compassionate support, 
and space to process experiences 
alongside others who understand.
Together, participants will explore 
ways to care for themselves, honor 
their grief, navigate difficult moments, 
and move through the season 
with greater confidence and self-
compassion.
When: 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Dates: Thursdays: October 22nd, 29th, 
November 5th, and 12th.

TH

SEPT.
12TH

Join us for a morning of  encouragement, 
conversation, and community with other men.

AT PARK PLACE RESTAURANT

SLOW DOWN YOGA
Breathe deeply. Move gently. 

Leave feeling renewed.
Life can feel full, fast, and demanding. 
This class offers a gentle invitation 
to slow down, release tension, and 
reconnect with ourselves through 
mindful movement and intentional 
rest. Participants will also have an 
opportunity for tea and fellowship after 
each session.
When: 7:00 p.m. in Room (#2).
Dates: Thursdays: September 17th, 
October 15th, November 12th, and 
December 10th.


