
for children and 
teens. Gabrielle 
will begin 
seeing clients in 
September.
     We’re 
also excited 

to welcome our counseling 
intern, Gary Buffaleo, who 

is completing 
clinical training 
under the 
supervision of 
Danielle Hughes 
as part of 
their graduate 

counseling program. Gary is 
offering virtual counseling 
appointments and free or 
reduced-fee therapy for 
individuals who may benefit 
from more affordable access 
to care. We’re grateful to 
invest in the next generation 
of counselors while expanding 
access to high-quality 
mental health services in our 
community. Email: 
info@cultivatecharlotte.com to 
request a free consultation.
     We’re grateful for the 
opportunity to continue 
serving our community by 
providing compassionate, 
high-quality mental health care 
for individuals, couples, and 
families.

Looking for Support?
Whether you’re navigating 
anxiety, relationship challenges, 
parenting, grief, or a major 
life transition, we’re here 
to help. Cultivate Charlotte 
offers professional counseling 
for children, teens, adults, 
couples, and families. If you’re 
ready to take the next step 
(or know someone who could 
benefit) we invite you to learn 
more about our team and 
request a free consultation 
through our website: 

www.cultivatecharlotte.com 
  or email:  

info@cultivatecharlotte.com.

PASTOR NOTES
SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2026 

     Our Methodist Heritage
Discipleship in the Wesleyan 
tradition is much more than 

learning about 
Christ; it is 
becoming more 
like Christ each 
day through the 
transforming 
power of God’s 

grace. John Wesley taught 
that disciples grow through 
prayer, worship, studying 
Scripture, participating in the 
sacraments, and serving others 
in love. In Ephesians 4:7-14, 
the Apostle Paul reminds us 
that Christ has graciously 
given gifts to each believer 
so that we may be equipped 
for ministry and built up into 
a mature faith. “We must 
grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ” 
(Ephesians 4:15).
     As members of 
St. Andrew’s and as a 
community of faith, we are 
called to encourage one 
another on this journey, helping 
one another move toward 
spiritual maturity so that we 
may faithfully reflect the love, 
grace, and holiness of Jesus 
Christ in our church and in our 
community.
     Family, go forth as disciples 
of Jesus Christ, growing daily 
in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord. Use the gifts God 
has given you to build up 
the body of Christ and serve 
your neighbor in love. We are 
Methodists! people of grace, 
holiness, and service. Let 
us joyfully live out our faith 
and make disciples for the 
transformation of the world!

Peace in Christ,
Pastor Norma

PICKLEBALL!
WEDNESDAY: 

JULY 15TH, 22ND, AND 29TH.
FROM 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER.
Join us for loads of fun. All 
skill levels are welcome. 

Bring a friend. Please use the 
Emerywood Dr. entrance.

CULTIVATE CHARLOTTE 
IS GROWING!

     We’re excited to share that 
Cultivate Charlotte is expanding 
our counseling team to better 
support the mental wellness 
needs of our community.
     Please join us in welcoming 

Shea Kaiser, 
who specializes 
in family 
therapy, couples 
therapy, and 
counseling for 
children, teens, 

and adults. Shea will begin 
seeing clients on Wednesdays 
and Fridays at St. Andrew’s 
starting July 22nd.
     We’re also pleased to 
welcome Gabrielle Batista, who 
specializes in individual therapy 
for adults, as well as counseling 

13	Norma Villagrana
14	Lety Reyes
16	George White
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16	Gail Lewyn 
18	Tim Sanford
18	Fani Reyes 
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FINANCE MEETING.
This Sunday, July 12th.

4:00 p.m. in the Commons 
Room (#1) and Zoom.

WORSHIP SERVICE
JULY 12, 2026

9:15 a.m.
Intercessary

Prayer Service #18. 
10:00 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary.
“Our Methodist Heritage”

Ephesians 4:7-14
11:11 a.m.

Small Group Gathering.
NO Youth Group Meeting. 

REGULAR CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Closed on Friday.

WEEKLY CHATTER DEADLINE.
Do you have information 
you wish to run in the 
Weekly Chatter? Please 
submit your copy, photos, 
etc. on or before each 
Monday by noon. Please 
email Patti Huss at: 
churchchatter@
standrewsumc.com or
call the church office at 
704-553-1327.

GIVE ONLINE/
OFRENDAR EN 

LINE.
Our QR code wiltake you to

SECURE GIVING/
Nuestro código QR 

lo llevará a DONACIONES 
SEGURAS.

Did you know that St. Andrew’s UMC was the first church to host a family weekend at 
CampTekoa? I didn’t! I just knew that my family ALWAYS went to Camp Tekoa on Labor 
Day weekend. We would like to make this year a reunion and a time to share memories 
from our past years at Camp Tekoa. We hope you will be able to join us the Labor Day 
weekend, September 4th-7th! The cost for the weekend is $150 per person. If you join us 
just for the day it is $20 per person, plus the cost of any meals. Click THIS LINK: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdV6HNK8rSbfQWkB_N_ZPMJnNkObN96APMk6waK7rmNIJ95KA/viewform

to access the registration form and for more information. 
 If you have any questions, reach out to Brian Dowless: dowlessbrian@aol.com 

      or Katie Patton: mary.patton822@gmail.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
CELEBRATING OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

CAMP TEKOA!

TH

JULY
18TH

Join us for a morning of  encouragement, 
conversation, and community with other men.

AT PARK PLACE IN PINEVILLE, NC



Our Director of Music and Worship 	
Arts, Tom Lyons, a/k/a Music
Tom, has a weekly blog 
related to worship! 
Check out his musings 
by scanning here or the 
following church’s 	
website: www.standrewsumc.com.

 “There remains, then, a Sabbath-
rest for the people of God.”  

— Hebrews 4:9
As part of that Sabbath 
rhythm, our Chancel 
Choir and Handbell 
Choir are taking the 
month of July off from 
rehearsals to rest 
and recharge. Don’t 
worry! We’ll be back 
in August, refreshed 

and ready to fill the sanctuary 
with song and ringing once again.

	 Total money received through May 
2026 is $222,987 and total money 
spent is $217,602 for a surplus of 
$5,385.  This reduces our deficit from 
2025 to $56,000.
	 We benefited from major repairs 
giving of $10,700 and reduced 

spending 
across all areas 
except Property 
Management 
by $7,800.  
Property 
Management 

is up due to higher electric usage of 
$2,400, higher cost of gas of $3,300, 
higher custodial costs of $3,100 and 
timing of our insurance payment, 
$6,000.  The Church’s utilities are 
affected by the same things as your 
home utilities.  
	 Any additional contributions that 
you can make will help us to reduce 
the deficit.
	 If you would like to have additional 
information or have questions, please 
contact Tom Patton at tjpatton@
earthlink.net.

From Tom Patton 
for the Finance Committee

In Proverbs 3:9 it says: “Honor the 
Lord with your wealth with the first 
fruits of your crops.”

During pre-marital counseling before 
we got married, Ken Johnson told 
us that our first check written each 
month should be to the church. That 
way, we are returning to God the first 
fruits instead of what might be left 
over. I have continued this practice. 
When challenged to tithe, I accepted 
the challenge and worked my way 
up until I was tithing. Over the years 
I have tried to increase my giving as 
God touched my heart. I continue to 
honor God by giving to the church 
even if I may disagree with decisions 
that are made or if I like the pastor or 
not. I trust God to guide our church 
to be good stewards of the money 
entrusted to us.  So, for me, I will 
continue to honor God through giving 
to the church.  
~Tom Patton

...CONTINUED...CONTINUED
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FROM THE DESK
OF MUSIC TOM:

 FINANCIAL REPORT

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

WHY DO I, GIVE TO THE CHURCH?

SAVE THE DATE!
BOOK CLUB MEETING. Join us on 
Friday, July 24th, at 6:30 p.m. as we 

discuss the book “The 
Frozen River” by Ariel 
Lawhon. We’ll gather at the 
home of Nicole Campbell 
(1617 Lyndale Place, 
Charlotte, NC 28210). 
Please obtain the book on 

your own. All are welcome. Invite a friend.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
UPDATE. The family 
of Norma Dowless is 
planning a Memorial 
Service at St. Andrew’s 
UMC on Saturday, 
August 8th, in the 

afternoon. The exact time of the 
service and visitation are still to be 
determined. Please watch for futher 
details to come. We hope to see you 
there. Norma passed on Sunday, June 
21, 2026     		    

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TEACHERS NEEDED.
Interested in spreading 
God’s word to our 
children? Grades: K-2nd, 
3th-5th, and 6th-9th need Sunday School 
teachers. Contact Pastor Norma at: 
pastornorma@standrewsumc.com if 
you would like to make a difference in 
our children’s spiritual lives. 
CHURCH OFFICE: Would you like to 
volunteer to man the front desk in the 
Narthex? We are looking for someone to 
help out on Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. - 
1:00 p.m. Please contact Gail Reynolds, 
Office Manager, at 704-553-1327 if 
you are interested in helping out.

Sunday, July 5, 2026 
Worship Service lead by Reverends 
 Geoffrey and Deborah Hemenway.

Fun during the Children’s Moment.

Sharing the bread and cup of Communion.


