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Join us for a morning of  encouragement, 
conversation, and community with other men.

AT PARK PLACE IN PINEVILLE, NC

MONTCLAIRE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL needs shoes (tennis 
shoes) for elementary aged 
children, sizes 1-6. Please 
leave your donations in the 
Narthex (bin marked for 
Montclaire) by Sunday, August 
16th.

NEW FOUR COOPERATIVE 
PARISH YOUTH DIRECTOR 

STARTING SOME TIME 
IN AUGUST!

Alexixia Martin brings 10 
years of experience working 

with young 
people. She 
is deeply 
committed to 
helping youth 
reach their 
full potenial. 

Her background includes 
supporting youth navigating 
mental health diagnoses, 
strengthing her dedication to 
compassionate, understanding, 
individualized care and 
meaningful community 
impact at church. Outside of 
her ministry work, Alexixia 
enjoys roller skating. Her 
favorite colors are lilac and 
sage green, and she loves 
butterflies, symbols of growth, 
transformation, resilience, 
and hope that inspire both her 
personal life and her work.
     Alexixia is passionate about 
the community she serves 
and looks forward to building 

PASTOR NOTES
SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2026

	 Friends,
This coming Sunday, we will once 
again explore John 3, where we 

find Nicodemus 
coming to Jesus 
with sincere 
questions and 
a deep longing 
to understand 

God’s ways. Jesus, with a heart 
full of compassion and a clear 
understanding of what Nicodemus 
was seeking, does not simply offer 
theological information. Instead, 
He invites him into something far 
greater than knowledge, He invites 
him into a life of transformation, to 
be “born from above.”
As we know, being born from 
above is not about achieving 
more, gaining more knowledge, 
or receiving more information 
about God. Rather, it is about 
surrendering ourselves to God’s 
grace and allowing the Holy Spirit 
to refresh, renew, and reshape 
our hearts in ways we cannot fully 
understand. As Jesus says, “The 
wind blows wherever it pleases.” 
In the same way, the Holy Spirit 
continues to move in ways we 
cannot always predict or explain.
This is also Christ’s invitation to 
each of us. We are called to let go 
of whatever keeps us from fully 
trusting God and to open our lives 
to the transforming work of the 
Holy Spirit. God’s grace is greater 
than our doubts, our fears, and 
even our understanding. As we 
continue our journey of faith, may 
we seek not simply to know more 
about God, but to encounter the 
living Christ, who came not to 
condemn the world, but to save 
it through His love. Amen!

~Peace in Christ, Pastor Norma

IT’S NOT TOO 
LATE TO JOIN 

US!
There’s still 
time to register 
for “Pieces of 
Presence”, 

our faith and arts workshop 
happening this Saturday, July 
25th, from 10:00 a.m. - Noon. 
Together, we’ll slow down, create, 
and make space to notice 
God’s presence through guided 
reflection and a hands-on art 
experience. No artistic experience 
is needed. Just come as you are! 
Click the following link:
https://www.cultivatecharlotte.com/events/p/presence-l3faz-fh4jx

PICKLEBALL!
WEDNESDAY: JULY 29TH.
FROM 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER.
Join us for loads of fun. All 
skill levels are welcome. 

Bring a friend. Please use the 
Emerywood Dr. entrance.

ARCHDALE COMMUNITY 
CENTER BACK TO SCHOOL 

SUPPLY GIVE AWAY. 
Saturday, August 1st, from 

11:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. in the 
Family Life Center. 

Bookbags, Games, Resources, 
and Snacks.

To participate or have 
questions, call 704-315-1120 

or 704-906-8670 or email:
ana.calleja@preventionservices.org.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Norma Dowless’s memorial 

service will be 
held at 
St. Andrew’s UMC 
on Saturday, 
August 8th, 
at 2:00 p.m. 
Visitation will 

follow in the Commons Room 
(#1). We hope to see you there. 
Norma passed on Sunday, June 
21, 2026.

CONDOLENCES to the family of 
Christine Jelley, 
85, who passed 
away on July 12, 
2026. Please 
keep her family 
in your prayers. 
More details to 
follow.

26	Mark Collard 
27	Peggy Gamwell 
29	Gina Collard 
29	Patti Huss 

July 26, 2026July 26, 2026
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Weekly ChatterWeekly Chatter

89+ BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION.  
Please shower Peggy 
Gamwell (Saturday, 
July 27th) with cards 
on her special day. 
Cards may be sent to:
Peggy Gamwell 
6626 Brookcrest Dr. 
Charlotte, NC 28210-5304

WORSHIP SERVICE
JULY 26, 2026

9:15 a.m.
Intercessary

Prayer Service #18. 
10:00 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary.
“God’s Grace is Sufficient”

John 3:1-17
11:11 a.m.

Small Group Gathering.
NO Youth Group Meeting. 

REGULAR CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Closed on Friday.

WEEKLY CHATTER DEADLINE.
Do you have information 
you wish to run in the 
Weekly Chatter? Please 
submit your copy, photos, 
etc. on or before each 
Monday by noon. Please 
email Patti Huss at: 
churchchatter@
standrewsumc.com or
call the church office at 
704-553-1327.

GIVE ONLINE/
OFRENDAR EN 

LINE.
Our QR code wiltake you to

SECURE GIVING/
Nuestro código QR 

lo llevará a DONACIONES 
SEGURAS.

Continued on the back page.

Did you know that St. Andrew’s UMC was the first church to host a family weekend at 
CampTekoa? I didn’t! I just knew that my family ALWAYS went to Camp Tekoa on Labor 
Day weekend. We would like to make this year a reunion and a time to share memories 
from our past years at Camp Tekoa. We hope you will be able to join us the Labor Day 
weekend, September 4th-7th! The cost for the weekend is $150 per person. If you join us 
just for the day it is $20 per person, plus the cost of any meals. Click THIS LINK: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdV6HNK8rSbfQWkB_N_ZPMJnNkObN96APMk6waK7rmNIJ95KA/viewform

to access the registration form and for more information. 
 If you have any questions, reach out to Brian Dowless: dowlessbrian@aol.com 

      or Katie Patton: mary.patton822@gmail.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
CELEBRATING OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

CAMP TEKOA!



Our Director of Music and Worship 	
Arts, Tom Lyons, a/k/a Music
Tom, has a weekly blog 
related to worship! 
Check out his musings 
by scanning here or the 
following church’s 	
website: www.standrewsumc.com.

 “There remains, then, a Sabbath-
rest for the people of God.”  

— Hebrews 4:9
As part of that Sabbath 
rhythm, our Chancel 
Choir and Handbell Choir 
are taking July off from 
rehearsals to rest and 
recharge. Don’t worry! 
We’ll be back in August, 
refreshed and ready 
to fill the Sanctuary 

with song and ringing once again.

...CONTINUED...CONTINUED
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FROM THE DESK
OF MUSIC TOM:

	 We are halfway through the year; 
and as of June 2026 our total money 
received has been $263,400. A total 
of $259,800 has been spent leaving 
a surplus of $3,600. This surplus 
is $2,000 better than our budget. 
This surplus has reduced our deficit 
carried over from 2025 to $57,750.
	 Our Congregational giving to the 
operating budget is down $17,000 
from budget. The budgeted giving has 
stayed the same as 2025 plus a slight 
increase. Instead giving has dropped 
5% from 2025.
	 We have two unbudgeted 
positives that have helped money 
received. Giving for Major Repairs 
has totaled $15,800 and we received 
sales tax refunds of $13,300. These 
sales tax refunds came mostly from all 
the sales tax we paid for major repairs 
in 2025. Building Use income is under 
budget due to timing of some receipts. 
We should catch up and be back over 
budget in July.
	 Property Management is over 
budget by $11,700 primarily due to 
higher utilities, custodial costs, and 
building maintenance. This amount 
over budget has been offset by 
reduced spending in all other budget 
areas to bring us down to just $3,300 
over budget.
	 Thank you to all who support the 
church. Without you, we could not 
carry out the ministries of the church 
and our ministry partners. If you are 
not giving to the church, I encourage 
you to start giving to help spread 
the Light of Christ to our neighbors. 
Every little bit helps when combined 
together.
	 If you would like to have additional 
information or have questions, please 
contact Tom Patton at tjpatton@
earthlink.net.

	 ~Tom Patton 
  	    for the Finance Committee

 FINANCIAL REPORT

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

meaningful relationships, creating 
positive connections, and making 
a lasting impact. We are excited to 
share her with three other churchs: 
South Park Church, Woodlawn 
Community Center and Sedgefield 
UMC!

ADDRESS UPDATE.
Nancy Holtkamp is now in 
rehabilitation following her recent fall 
and hospitalization. 
She is currently at:
Clear Creek Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center 
10506 Clear Creek Commerce Dr. 
Room 201 
Mint Hill, NC 28227	  
	    VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS.
Interested in spreading God’s word 
to our children? Grades: K-2nd, 3th-
5th, and 6th-9th need Sunday School 
teachers. Contact Pastor Norma at: 
pastornorma@standrewsumc.com if 
you would like to make a difference in 
our children’s spiritual lives. 
CHURCH OFFICE: Would you like to 
volunteer to man the front desk in the 
Narthex? We are looking for someone to 
help out on Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. - 
1:00 p.m. Please contact Gail Reynolds, 
Office Manager, at 704-553-1327 if 
you are interested in helping out.

LHCC Summer Camp - weeks of 
July 5th, and 19th. St. Andrew’s 
UMC welcomed “Helping 
Learning Centers of Charlotte 
(LHCC)” Summer Camp during 
two separate weeks this July. 
It was filled with laughter, 
learning, and wonderful 
memories! 

Saturday, July 18, 2026. 
St. Andrew’s, through the Archdale 
Community Center, welcomed a group of 
mothers with special-needs children to 
learn how to make delicious cookies. A 
special thank you to Geoffrey Hemenway 
for teaching the class and to Noah 
Hernandez for providing a safe and 
welcoming space for these wonderful 
families in our community.

New Youth Director, 
continued from the front page.


