
PASTOR NOTES
SUNDAY, 

MAY 10, 2026

	 	

 The Gift of Peace 
in Our Christian Life 

(Matthew 5:9)

	 Jesus teaches us, “Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for 
they will be called children of 
God” (Matthew 5:9). Peace, 
Shalom, is at the very heart 
of the Gospel. It is proclaimed 
at Christ’s birth, affirmed 
after His resurrection, and 
demonstrated throughout His 
ministry. True peace is more 
than the absence of conflict; it 
is the presence of wholeness, 
reconciliation, and flourishing 
in every area of life, spiritual, 
emotional, physical, and 
relational.
	 As followers of Christ, we 
are called not only to receive 
this peace but also to embody 
and extend it in our homes, 
church, and world. This Shalom 
is God’s restoring work through 
Jesus Christ, the Prince of 
Peace. In a divided and weary 
world, we long for the fullness 
of peace promised in God’s 
Kingdom. Through the Holy 
Spirit, we are guided into this 
peace and empowered to 
become peacemakers. As Paul 
reminds us, “the kingdom of 
God is righteousness, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Spirit” 
(Romans 14:17).
	 This week, I invite you to 
reflect on how you can be 
a peacemaker in daily life, 
bringing calm where there is 
tension and healing where 
there is hurt.
	 As we also celebrate 
Mother’s Day, we give thanks 
for mothers and caregivers 
who often embody this 
peace through their prayers, 
sacrifices, and quiet strength. 
We pray God’s Shalom 
refreshes and blesses them 
with rest, joy, and deep 
assurance of His love.

Peace in Christ,
Pastor Norma

BOOK CLUB MEETING. Join us 
on Friday, May 8th, at 6:30 p.m. 

as we discuss 
the book “The 
Book Club for 
Troublesome 
Women” by Marie 
Bostwick. We’ll 
gather at the 
home of Nicole 
Campbell (1617 

Lyndale Place, Charlotte, NC 
28210). Please obtain the book 
on your own. All are welcome. 
Invite a friend.

PICKLEBALL!
WEDNESDAY: 

MAY 13TH, 20TH, & 27TH,
FROM 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER.
Join us for loads of fun. All 
skill levels are welcome. 

Bring a friend. Please use the 
Emerywood Dr. entrance.

THE HARVESTER COOKING 
team is looking for six new folks 

to take over the 
task of cooking 
lunch for our senior 
citizens group 
at their monthly 

meetings, seven times a year. If 
you are interested in joining this 
great team, please contact Vicki 
Robinson at: 
704-807-8688. Thank you!

UNITED METHODIST
MEN’S BREAKFAST.

All men are invited to breakfast 
and a time of fellowship here at  

St. Andrew’s UMC. 
Feel free to bring a 
friend. Please see 
the following 

schedule for the breakfast 
dates for this year.

8:00 - 10:00 a.m.
One Saturday each month.

Family Life Center - May 16th.
Gathering at Park Place

Restaurant (PPR). 
June 20th, July 18th, & Aug. 15th. 

Family Life Center
Sept. 12th, Oct. 17th, & Nov. 14th.

PPR - December 12th.

11	Austin Sharpe
11	Bailie Jordan 
11	Ryan Tita 
12	Mary Anne Smith
15	Melanie Francis 
20	Gene Hennecy 
20	Jonathan Pool 
23	Miguel Gonzalez 
23	Marjorie Sharp 
23	Julie Weeks 
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IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR 
FOR GRADUATIONS! If you 
have a high schooler or college 
graduate this year, please let 
us know. We will recognize 
our graduates on Graduation 
Sunday, May 31st. Please send 
your child’s full name, school 
they are graduating from and 
what their plans are for the 
future to:

Pastor Norma Villagrana 
pastornorma@standrewsumc.com

or Sue Bullock 
fhhs68@hotmail.com

KEY FOB REPROGRAMMING 
COMPLETED. If you are 
unable to access the church 

or remotely unlock 
or lock the doors, 
please contact 
George White at: 
704-533-3689. If 
you need to have the 
doors unlocked for a 
recurring event and 
will be responsible 

for notifying the trustees when 
that event is not occurring, 
please submit a reservation 
request to the church office at: 
churchoffice@standrewsumc.com.

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
TO CELEBRATE? 

Share your happy news with us. 
Please send any pictures and 

information that we may post in 
the Chatter. Email Patti Huss at:
churchchatter@standrewsumc.com

89+ BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION.  
Please shower Gene 
Hennecy (Wednesday, 
May 20th) with 
cards on his 
special day. 
Cards may be sent 
to:
Gene Hennecy
4323 Woodglen Lane 
Charlotte, NC 2826-7250

WORSHIP SERVICE
MAY 10, 2026

9:15 a.m.
Intercessary

Prayer Service #18. 
10:00 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary.
“Peace: The Greatest Gift”

Matthew 5:9
11:11 a.m.

Small Group Gathering.

NO YOUTH GROUP 
meeting this Sunday.

REGULAR CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Closed on Friday.

GIVE ONLINE/
OFRENDAR EN LINE.

Our QR code will take you to
SECURE GIVING/

Nuestro código QR 
lo llevará a

DONACIONES SEGURAS.

Lord
thank you for the 

women who have
loved us, prayed for

us and walked 
with us in faith.

Happy 
Mother’s Day 



Saturday, May 2, 2026 
“Mi Vida 15” Celebration.

St. Andrew’s UMC is proud to partner with 
the Center for Prevention Services to 
bring “Mi Vida 15” to our community! This 
8-week program for youth ages 12–17 
and their families create space to grow 
together, build strong foundations, and 
celebrate culture in meaningful ways.
The journey will culminate in Charlotte’s 
first alcohol-free community Quinceañera 
one unforgettable celebration! Together, 
we honor culture, strengthen families, 
and show that life’s biggest milestones 
can shine in every place. St. Andrew’s is 
truly blessed to be part of this meaningful 
celebration.

Sunday, May 3, 2026 
Youth Group at Camp Mount Shepherd.

We were grateful for the opportunity this 
past weekend to support our youth as 
they attended camp at Mount Shepherd. 
Through the partnership between 
St. Andrew’s UMC, South Park UMC, and 
our Youth Director, Bradley Kirksey  many 
came together to make this experience 
possible. This shared effort reflects a 
deep commitment to investing in the 
spiritual growth of our young people. We 
give thanks for everyone who contributed, 
prayed, and encouraged our youth along 
the way. We trust that this time will bear 
lasting fruit in their lives. Way to go!

The Tech Team is always working 
to strengthen and enhance our 
livestream for our online worship 
community. If you watch online, 
please take a brief survey. Your 
feedback truly helps us improve! 
The survey can be found at:  
https://forms.gle/nK7U2KVJioRgPM1c6 
or by scanning the QR Code above. 

Our Director of Music and Worship 
Arts, Tom Lyons, a/k/a Music
Tom, has a weekly blog related 
to worship! Check out his musings by 
scanning here or the following 
church’s website: 
www.standrewsumc.com.

NO CHILD SHOULD HAVE TO GO TO 
BED HUNGRY. Many children need help 
being fed during the summer months. 

Please donate non-
perishable items or 
give financially to 
Nourish Up here at 
St. Andrew’s UMC. 

If you have any questions about this 
organization, please see Bill Robinson, 
John Patrick, or Larry Morrison.

...CONTINUED...CONTINUED
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FROM THE DESK
OF MUSIC TOM:

	 What a faithful and generous 
community of believers we have at 
St. Andrew’s UMC! If you have 
not noticed all the activities and 
people worshiping, learning, and 
fellowshipping, we invite you to stop 
by soon. St. Andrew’s continues to 
serve our community as a gathering 
space for a range of partners, 
missions, and outreach initiatives. 
	 We finished the first quarter in 
good shape. We started the year with 
a deficit of $61,900 and we have 
reduced it by $14,400 to $47,500. 
Our Receipts were on budget with 
additional donations to our major 
repair fund. With a 60+ year old 
facility, something always needs 
attention. Thanks to those that 
continue to support our major repairs 
as well as to our Trustees that help 
manage these repairs and upgrades.
	 Money Spent is up $1,500 from 
budget with higher utilities of $6,700 
from the extended cold snap and 
higher custodial costs of $1,500 
offset by lower lay salary spending 
of $3,000 and lower spending in all 
other areas,$3,700. 
	 The Finance Committee continues 
to monitor our spending and watch 
for opportunities to increase our 
money raised.
	 Quarterly giving statements will 
not be sent for the first quarter but 
a six-month giving statement will be 
sent in July. If you need an interim 
statement sooner, please reach out 
to Alice Glefke, Financial Secretary.
	 Thank you for your continued 
support to the ministry at St. 
Andrew’s and we look forward to 
seeing you there soon!

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
CELEBRATING OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

CAMP TEKOA!
Did you know that St. Andrew’s UMC was the first 
church to host a family weekend at CampTekoa? I 
didn’t! I just knew that my family ALWAYS went to 
Camp Tekoa on Labor Day weekend. We would like 
to make this year a reunion and a time to share 
memories from our past years at Camp Tekoa. 
We hope you will be able to join us the Labor Day 
weekend, September 4th-7th! The cost for the weekend 
is $150 per person. If you join us just for the day it is 
$20 per person, plus the cost of any meals. Click THIS 
LINK: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdV6HNK8rSbfQWkB_N_ZPMJnNkObN96APMk6waK7rmNIJ95KA/viewform

to access the registration form and for more information. 
If you have any questions, reach out to 
Brian Dowless: dowlessbrian@aol.com 

or Katie Patton: mary.patton822@gmail.com


