
PASTOR NOTES
SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2026

	 We just celebrated “Joy 
Sunday”; as your pastor I give 
thanks to God for the gift of 
our young people and for the 
ways they are growing in faith 
and discipleship. It is a joy 
and blessing to see our youth 
spending time meditating on 
the Scriptures, listening for 
God’s voice, and courageously 
sharing their reflections with the 
congregation.
	 In the coming weeks, we will 
have the opportunity to hear from 
each of our youth as they offer 
their own messages, insights, 
and testimonies of faith. We pray 
that these reflections will inspire, 
encourage, and remind us that 
God continues to work powerfully 
through every generation.
	 Thank you for supporting and 
encouraging our youth as they 
take part in this sacred calling. 
We hope you enjoy and are 
blessed by their reflections.
~Pastor Norma

Isaiah 58:10 
“If you feed the hungry and 
satisfy the needs of the 
oppressed, then your light will 
shine in the darkness, and your 
night will be like midday.” 
	 This tells us that 

having empathy, 
joy, and love is 
an emotional 
investment 
in a person’s 
needs, and God      
focuses on the 

vulnerable. And if we help those 
in need not only materially but 
also emotionally, then God 
promised to fill the dark times 
with His light, love, and joy.

	 Devotion to God is 
inseparable from active 
compassion for others. Giving 
is providing. It’s not just about 
food, money, and other benefits. 
It’s about our hearts giving 
and surrendering to others. 
The prophet Isaiah corrects 
the religious hypocrisy of the 
Israelites after they complained 
to God but failed to realize they 
were ignoring the poor and 
oppressed. 
Thank you, 
~Ayla Valenzuela

PICKLEBALL!
WEDNESDAY: 

MAY 27TH,
FROM 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER.
Join us for loads of fun. All 
skill levels are welcome. 

Bring a friend. Please use the 
Emerywood Dr. entrance.

MONTCLAIRE ELEMENTARY.
The time has come to request 
proctors for the EOG (End-of-
Grade) testing. We 
will have two big 
testing days this year, 
May 28th and 29th. To 
sign up see direct link 
below. Thank you!!! 
Short link: 
https://bit.ly/MESEOG26 
Long direct link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0444AFAA2BA64-63780742-proctor#/

I

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR 
FOR GRADUATIONS! If you 
have a high schooler or college 
graduate this year, please let 
us know. We will recognize 
our graduates on Graduation 
Sunday, May 31st. Please send 
your child’s full name, school 
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they are graduating from, and 
what their plans are for the 
future to:

Pastor Norma Villagrana 
pastornorma@standrewsumc.com

or Sue Bullock 
fhhs68@hotmail.com

UNITED METHODIST
MEN’S BREAKFAST.

All men are invited to breakfast 
and a time of fellowship here at  

St. Andrew’s UMC. 
Feel free to bring a 
friend. Please see 
the following 

schedule for the breakfast 
dates for this year.

8:00 - 10:00 a.m.
One Saturday each month.

Gathering at Park Place
Restaurant (PPR). 

June 20th, July 18th, & Aug. 15th. 
Family Life Center

Sept. 12th, Oct. 17th, & Nov. 14th.
PPR - December 12th.

THE HARVESTER COOKING 
team is looking for six new 

folks to take over 
the task of cooking 
lunch for our senior 
citizens group 
at their monthly 

meetings, seven times a year. If 
you are interested in joining this 
great team, please contact Vicki 
Robinson at: 704-807-8688. 
Thank you!

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
TO CELEBRATE? 

Share your happy news with us. 
Please send any pictures and 

information that we may post in 
the Chatter. Email Patti Huss at:
churchchatter@standrewsumc.com

WORSHIP SERVICE
MAY 24, 2026

9:15 a.m.
Intercessary

Prayer Service #18. 
10:00 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary.
“Power to Become 

Christlike”
Acts 1:1-5
11:11 a.m.

Small Group Gathering.
No Youth Group Meeting.

REGULAR CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Closed on Friday.

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL 
BE CLOSED ON MONDAY, 
MAY 25TH IN HONOR OF

MEMORIAL DAY.

GIVE ONLINE/
OFRENDAR EN LINE.

Our QR code will take you to
SECURE GIVING/

Nuestro código QR 
lo llevará a

DONACIONES SEGURAS.

Ayla Valenzuela 

REMEMBERING THEIR 
SACRIFICE.



Our Director of Music and Worship 
Arts, Tom Lyons, a/k/a Music
Tom, has a weekly blog related 
to worship! Check out his 
musings by scanning here or the 
following church’s website: 
www.standrewsumc.com.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
CELEBRATING OUR 

50TH ANNIVERSARY CAMP TEKOA!
Did you know that St. Andrew’s UMC 
was the first church to host a family 
weekend at CampTekoa? I didn’t! I just 
knew that my family ALWAYS went to 
Camp Tekoa on Labor Day weekend. We 
would like to make this year a reunion 
and a time to share memories from our 
past years at Camp Tekoa. We hope 
you will be able to join us the Labor Day 
weekend, September 4th-7th! The cost 
for the weekend is $150 per person. If 
you join us just for the day it is $20 per 
person, plus the cost of any meals. Click 
THIS LINK:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdV6HNK8rSbfQWkB_N_ZPMJnNkObN96APMk6waK7rmNIJ95KA/viewform

to access the registration form and 
for more information. If you have any 

questions, reach out to: 
Brian Dowless: dowlessbrian@aol.com 
or Katie Patton: mary.patton822@gmail.com

...CONTINUED...CONTINUED
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FROM THE DESK
OF MUSIC TOM:

	 What a faithful and generous 
community of believers we have at 
St. Andrew’s UMC! If you have 
not noticed all the activities and 
people worshiping, learning, and 
fellowshipping, we invite you to stop 
by soon. St. Andrew’s continues to 
serve our community as a gathering 
space for a range of partners, 
missions, and outreach initiatives. 
	 We finished the first quarter in 
good shape. We started the year with 
a deficit of $61,900 and we have 
reduced it by $14,400 to $47,500. 
Our Receipts were on budget with 
additional donations to our major 
repair fund. With a 60+ year old 
facility, something always needs 
attention. Thanks to those that 
continue to support our major repairs 
as well as to our Trustees that help 
manage these repairs and upgrades.
	 Money Spent is up $1,500 from 
budget with higher utilities of $6,700 
from the extended cold snap and 
higher custodial costs of $1,500 
offset by lower lay salary spending 
of $3,000 and lower spending in all 
other areas,$3,700. 
	 The Finance Committee continues 
to monitor our spending and watch 
for opportunities to increase our 
money raised.
	 Quarterly giving statements will 
not be sent for the first quarter but 
a six-month giving statement will be 
sent in July. If you need an interim 
statement sooner, please reach out 
to Alice Glefke, Financial Secretary.
	 Thank you for your continued 
support to the ministry at St. 
Andrew’s and we look forward to 
seeing you there soon!

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS
Sunday, May 17, 2026.

L-R Nadia Jordan, Bailey Jordan, Ayla Valenzuela, 
Tripp Lisk, and Carlos Daniel Reyes. 


