
PASTOR NOTES
SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2026

     We are deeply grateful for 
the thoughtful reflection shared 
by Nadiya Jordan on “Proverbs 
19:17” during our “Joy 
Sunday”. Her words beautifully 
remind us that compassion is 
more than an act of kindness 
toward others; it is also a 
reflection of our love for God. 
As a church family, may we 
continue to open our hearts, 
notice the needs around us, 
and give generously with 
joy, trusting that every act of 
mercy is seen, treasured, and 
honored by the Lord. Thank 
you, Nadiya, for your inspiring 
words. May we all continue to 
grow in faith as we serve our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
~Pastor Norma

     Proverbs 19:17 teaches that 
when someone shows kindness 

and generosity to 
people who are poor 
or in need, it is as 
if they are doing 
something directly 
for God. The verse 

says that helping 
the poor is like “lending to the 
Lord,” which means God sees 
these actions as very important 
and personal. It suggests that 
God values compassion and 
notices when people care for 
others who cannot repay them. 
     I also think this verse 
highlights the importance of 
compassion. It encourages 
people to look beyond 
themselves and notice those 
who are struggling around 
them. Sometimes it is easy to 
ignore people in need, but this 

verse reminds us that caring 
for them is part of living a life 
that honors God. It shows that 
true kindness comes from 
the heart and is done without 
expecting anything in return.
     I think this means that 
kindness is not just a good 
deed between people, but also 
a spiritual act. When you help 
someone who is struggling, 
you are showing the kind of 
love and mercy that God wants 
people to have. The promise 
that “He will reward them” 
shows that God honors and 
remembers those actions, even 
if no one else does. 
~Nadiya Jordan
 
CONDOLENCES to Courtney 
Picha and family on the passing 
of her mother, Shelia Wood, on 
Wednesday, May 13th. 

ST. ANDREW’S FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS. This Sunday, May 
31st, at 9:30 a.m join us in the 
Fellowship Hall Room (#2) for a 
time of Brunched & Blessed. We 
invite you to bring a brunch item 
to share in this time of fellowship. 
This is a simple opportunity to 
slow down, connect with one 
another, and enjoy being with 
church family around the table. 
During worship, we will take a 
moment to recognize and bless 
our graduates as they prepare 
for their next steps. We hope 
you’ll make plans to join us and 
take part in this meaningful 
morning together.

1	 Brian Dowless
3	 Julie Wynn 
4	 Sherry Council
4	 Rufus Hutchinson 
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Weekly ChatterWeekly Chatter
PICKLEBALL!

WEDNESDAY: 
JUNE 3RF, 10TH, 17TH, 

AND 24TH.
FROM 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER.
Join us for loads of fun. All 
skill levels are welcome. 

Bring a friend. Please use the 
Emerywood Dr. entrance.

UNITED METHODIST
MEN’S BREAKFAST.

All men are invited to breakfast 
and a time of fellowship here at  

St. Andrew’s UMC. 
Feel free to bring a 
friend. Please see 
the following 

schedule for the breakfast 
dates for this year.

8:00 - 10:00 a.m.
One Saturday each month.

Gathering at Park Place
Restaurant (PPR). 

June 20th, July 18th, & Aug. 15th. 
Family Life Center

Sept. 12th, Oct. 17th, & Nov. 14th.
PPR - December 12th.

THE HARVESTER COOKING 
team is looking for six new folks 

to take over the 
task of cooking 
lunch for our senior 
citizens group 
at their monthly 

meetings, seven times a year. If 
you are interested in joining this 
great team, please contact Vicki 
Robinson at: 704-807-8688.

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
TO CELEBRATE? 

Share your happy news with us. 
Please send any pictures and 

information that we may post in 
the Chatter. Email Patti Huss at:
churchchatter@standrewsumc.com 

WORSHIP SERVICE
MAY 31, 2026

9:15 a.m.
Intercessary

Prayer Service #18. 
10:00 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary.
“Be the Salt and Light.”

Matthew 5:13-16
11:11 a.m.

Small Group Gathering.
NOON  

Youth Group Meeting
at Sedgefield Community 

Center.

REGULAR CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Closed on Friday.

GIVE ONLINE/
OFRENDAR EN LINE.

Our QR code will take you to
SECURE GIVING/

Nuestro código QR 
lo llevará a

DONACIONES SEGURAS.

Nadiya Jordan

CLASS OF 2026



...CONTINUED...CONTINUED

Weekly ChatterWeekly Chatter

This Sunday, May 31st, the St. Andrew’s 
Bell Choir will take part in the 10:00 
a.m. worship service. Please come as 
we honor the graduating class of 2026 
through worship, prayer, and the joyful 
ringing of the bell choir.

Our Director of Music and Worship 
Arts, Tom Lyons, a/k/a Music
Tom, has a weekly blog related 
to worship! Check out his 
musings by scanning here or the 
following church’s website: 
www.standrewsumc.com.

FROM THE DESK
OF MUSIC TOM:

	 What a faithful and generous 
community of believers we have at 
St. Andrew’s UMC! If you have 
not noticed all the activities and 
people worshiping, learning, and 
fellowshipping, we invite you to stop 
by soon. St. Andrew’s continues to 
serve our community as a gathering 
space for a range of partners, 
missions, and outreach initiatives. 
	 We finished the first quarter in 
good shape. We started the year with 
a deficit of $61,900 and we have 
reduced it by $14,400 to $47,500. 
Our Receipts were on budget with 
additional donations to our major 
repair fund. With a 60+ year old 
facility, something always needs 
attention. Thanks to those that 
continue to support our major repairs 
as well as to our Trustees that help 
manage these repairs and upgrades.
	 Money Spent is up $1,500 from 
budget with higher utilities of $6,700 
from the extended cold snap and 
higher custodial costs of $1,500 
offset by lower lay salary spending 
of $3,000 and lower spending in all 
other areas,$3,700. 
	 The Finance Committee continues 
to monitor our spending and watch 
for opportunities to increase our 
money raised.
	 Quarterly giving statements will 
not be sent for the first quarter but 
a six-month giving statement will be 
sent in July. If you need an interim 
statement sooner, please reach out 
to Alice Glefke, Financial Secretary.
	 Thank you for your continued 
support to the ministry at St. 
Andrew’s and we look forward to 
seeing you there soon!

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS
Thursday, May 14, 2026.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
BOOK CLUB MEETING. Join us on 

Friday, July 24th, at 6:30 
p.m. as we discuss the 
book “A Frozen River” 
by Ariel Lawhon. We’ll 
gather at the home of 
Nicole Campbell (1617 
Lyndale Place, Charlotte, 

NC 28210). Please obtain the book 
on your own. All are welcome. Invite a 
friend.

CELEBRATING OUR 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY CAMP TEKOA!

Did you know that St. Andrew’s UMC 
was the first church to host a family 
weekend at CampTekoa? I didn’t! 
I just knew that my family ALWAYS 
went to Camp Tekoa on Labor Day 
weekend. We would like to make 
this year a reunion and a time to 
share memories from our past years 
at Camp Tekoa. We hope you will 
be able to join us the Labor Day 
weekend, September 4th-7th! The 
cost for the weekend is $150 per 
person. If you join us just for the day 
it is $20 per person, plus the cost of 
any meals. Click THIS LINK:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdV6HNK8rSbfQWkB_N_ZPMJnNkObN96APMk6waK7rmNIJ95KA/viewform

to access the registration form 
and for more information. If you have 
any questions, reach out to: 

Brian Dowless: 
dowlessbrian@aol.com 

or Katie Patton: 
mary.patton822@gmail.com

We are proud to celebrate the 
accomplishments of our partner 
in ministry, LHCC (Learning Help 
Center) at St. Andrew’s UMC. On 
Thursday, May 14th, they celebrated 
families who completed the program 
“Familia Adelante”, in which parents 
and children came together to learn 
how to improve their relationships 
and communication during these 
challenging times.Thank you to Brent 
Morris and Elaine Hall for bringing 
this program to St. Andrew’s. Way to 
go, LHCC!


